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The preface. : : 


EE HE AVCTORE 
„tie and power of ge⸗ 


A neralcounſayles,ne 
the tyme, whan they 
29 Wal beganne,in the time 

— dorl the new teſtamẽt. 

ne yet the manerhowe they ſhulde 
be gathered, oz by whome, can not 
playnely be ſette foꝛthe to the reder, 
onleſſe the powers of kynges and 
pꝛyncis be fyꝛſte knowen and bn- 
derſtande: IJ ſhall cherfoze in the 
begynnynge of this lyttell treatyſe, 
recyte certayne textes of ſcrypture, 
concettipnge the power of kynges 
and pꝛynces, howe they haue theyz 
power immedpately of god: and 
then J ſhal ſomwhat touche, what 
mynyſtrations the clergy haue by 
the lawe of god, and what by the 
lawe of man : and that yet many of 
A. ii. the 


The preface. 


the lay people haue beleuid that the 
clergy hath had power to vle them 
by thelawe of god. Ind then J wol 
couche ſome powers and auctoꝛp⸗ 
ties, that the clergy hath taken vp- 
pon them, whiche they had neyther 
power to haue done by thelawe of 
god, ne by the lawe of man: ne pet 
that any cuſtom oz pꝛelſcription can 


cofirme them, oꝛ make them lauful: | 
but that the lenger they contynue, | 


the greater is the offence. And then 


after thoſe thynges J intende ſom⸗ 


what to touche, by what auctoꝛptie 
tatholike generall counlailes fyꝛſt 
began. and what power they haue: 
& then ſhall ſpeake of ſuch coun⸗ 
ſayles, as haue benne gatheredin 
tyme paſte, by the power of the by⸗ 
ſhoppes of Rome, whiche haue ben 
called general counlayles: and ſpe⸗ 
cially of the general counſaple that 


1 


2 2 


Ih) be preface. 
the byſhoppe of Rome hath nowe 
of late ſommoned. And then J ſhal 
ſome what touche ferther, vnder 
what maner, fuche generall catho- 
lpke councilles, as be appoynted 
by ſcripture, ought to be gathered: 
and then J woll recyte ſome lawes 
and decrees made by byſhoppes of 
Rome and the clergie in tyme paſt, 
whiche be agaynſt ſcripture: and ſo 
J wyl make an ende ok this tretile. 


Of the power of kynges 
and pꝛynces. 
The fyꝛſte Lhapiter, 


Io tourneth not his 1ob, 3 8. 

N ven — —— 7 
man, d kinges he ſettit 

N in they? ſeates foꝛ euer. 

And nowe, O pe kyn⸗ yal.z. 
ges, vnderſtande ye, be ye [cerned - © --: 
that iudge the wozlde. 

A. iti. By 
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| The firſte chapiter. 

Proue, 83. By me kynges reygne, and ma⸗ 
* kers of lawes dyſcerne ryghtewyſe 
| thynges. 

Spi. Here ve therkoꝛe ye kinges and vn 
| 


derſtande, lerne ye that be iudges 


vour eares ve that rule the multy⸗ 
tude and oꝛder the people: foz po⸗ 


tue fro the holy ghoſte. 

his people. 
tes. . countrep, as his ſubiecte. 

ouer them. 

to pꝛincis and powers, to obep their 
7 commaundementes, to euery good 
F _ - Wwozketoberedy. 
u Pe. 2. Be yelubiccte to euerpe creature 


= god, eyther to the kynge as pꝛe⸗ 
cellynge, 


ol all parties of the wozlde, leye to 


wer is gyuen to you of god, & ber⸗ | 
Sapi.s. A wyle kynge is the ſtablenes of N 
Eccleſiaſ The kynge commandeth the hole | 
Luce. 22. Kynges of the people haue power | 
Ad Tixi.3 Warne them, that they be ſubiects 


The firſte chapiter. 
tellynge, oz to Dukes, as men ſent 
by hym to the cozrection ot euill do- 
ers, and laude of good doers. „ 
Samuel ſayde to kynge Saul, Regie; 6 
Whan thou were lytel in thyn own 1 
ſyght, were thou not made heed in 
the trybes of Ilraell? and our loꝛde 6 
annointed the king vpon Ilrael. c 6 
All the people of Iſraell ſayde to 1. Par. Is [ li 14 
Dauid : thy loꝛde god ſayde to the: 
— ſhalte fede my people of Il⸗ 1 
raell. | | 1140-08 
Be euery ſoule ſubiett to the high Rom. z. Wh 
powers, fo:ſothe there is no power 1 
but of god: veryly all thynges that 
be, be oꝛdeyned of god, and he that 
reſyſteth power, relyſteth the ozdy- 
naunce of god: foꝛſoth they that re⸗ 
lyſte, get dampnation to them ſelke, 
fo: pꝛynces be not to the dꝛedde of a 
good werke, but of an euetl. wylte 
thou not dꝛede power-do good and 
AJ. iiii. thou 


The firfte chapiter. 
thou ſhalte haue laude therof, he is ©! 
fozſothe the mynyſter of god to the ol 
into goodneſſe. If thou doo euyll, the 
dzede. fo2ſothelp he beareth not a nei 
ſwerde without cauſe: he is the mi⸗ in 
nyſter of god, reuenger in to wzathe me 
to hym that dothe euyll, and ther- of 
foꝛe be ye lubiecte to neceſſytie, not MY & 
only foꝛ wrath but foꝛ conſcience. in 
1. Par. 28 Rynge Dauid ſayd to all the peo- il] tu 
ple, Our loꝛde god of Ilraell chaſe ||| fie 
me befoze al the houſe of mp father, th 
that Jſhulde be kynge vpon Ilra⸗ IF ca 
ell koz euer. th 
2. Par. 83. Salomon accozdynge to the con⸗ |} fa 
ſtitution of Dauid his father, inſti⸗ by 
tuted thoffyces of pꝛyeſtes in they; gt 
miniſtrations, and leuytes in they; 
oꝛder, that they ſhuld laude and mi⸗ ol 
nyſtre befoze the pꝛyeſtes, after the I th 
cuſtomes of euery dap, and pozters th 
in their deuyſiõs by gate and 925 th 
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The firſte chapiter. 
So commaunded Dautd the man 
of god, and they bꝛeke nothynge of 
the commandementes of the kyng. 
neyther the pꝛieſtes noz the leuites, 
in all thynges that the kynge com- 
maunded. And the laid conſtitution 
of Dauid appereth. 1. Par. 17. & 16. 
Kkynge Joſaphat oꝛdeyned tuges 
in al the cities of Juda, and in Hie 
tulalem he oꝛdeined leuites and p2t 
ſtes, and pzynces of familyes, that 


they ſhuld iudge the iugement and 
cauſe of our loꝛd to al the dwellers 


therof. And kerther he added therto, 
ſayinge ; Amarp, your pꝛieſte and 


byſhop, ſhal be chiete in ſuche thin⸗ 


ges as perteyne to god. 


In the. rviit. yere of Joſias king 4. Reza, | F 


of Juda, the kynge ſente Saphan 
the ſcrybe -of the temple to Elchias 
the hyghe pꝛieſte, that al the money 
that was gatherid of 2 people of 

v. che 


The firſte chapiter. 
the temple, ſhoulde be molten and 
deliuered to ſmithes to be beſtowed 


pon the temple: and Elchias dyd 
as the kynge commaunded and al- 
foſentehymby Saphan, a boke of 


the lawe that he had founde in the 
houſe of god. And when Saphan 


had redde it to the kynge, he cut his 


4. Re. 23 
1 


clothes, and commaunded Elchias 


the hyghe pꝛieſte, that he ſhuld coti- 
cell our loꝛde Vppon the wozdes of 
thatboke, foꝛ he ſapd, the wꝛathe of 
god was kendellyd agaynſte them. 


and Elchias dyd as the kyng com⸗ 
manded hym. And loo it appereth, 
that the kinge commanded the high 
pꝛyſte, concernynge the reparation 
of the temple, and alſo concerninge 
the ſayde boke, and he obeyed, 
Alſo the kynge Joltas commaun⸗ 


ded Elchias the byſſhoppe,and the 


pꝛiſtes of the ſeconde oꝛder, and the 
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The firſte chapiter. 

pozters, that they ſhuld caſte out of 
the houſe of god all veſſelles that 
vere made to Baal, and they obeied. 
Ind thele textes p2oue, that kyn- 
ges haue theyꝛ power immediately 
of god . And that they iudge the 
voꝛlde: that al that be within their 
dominions are they: ſubiectes, and 
owe to obeye them, and neyther by⸗ 


hop oꝛ pꝛiſte is not per in any 


of thele textes. 


COf dyuers powers that the cler⸗ 
gre bath by the law of god 
: The it. chapit. 


Ta H E power of peachynge is 
by the lawe of god: where it is 


ſayd: Pꝛeche ye the goſpell to eue⸗ 
we creature . Ind that might eue⸗ 
ty pꝛiſte haue doone in the begyn⸗ 
nynge of the churche, as ſoone as 
m was pzylte, and noone 2 

aue 


n 
. IE i 
15% if 
Mar vlti., 148 
p Ch 


Fi j 
N AY 
ir 


[ 


The ſeconde chapiter. 
haue pꝛohibite him therof:but akte 
by la wes of the byſſhops of Rom 
oꝛdinaries myght make pꝛohibiti 
ons in ſuche cales, and that hindꝛed nel 
trewe pꝛeachynge very moche. Alle 
matrimony was oꝛdeyned by god 
And ouer that, the power that the 
clergy hath, to cõſecrate the body of 

our lozd, to aſſotle, to make deacons, 

pꝛyſtes, and bylſhoppes, is by the 
law of god. Ind they may allo bap⸗ 
tiſe without ceremonyes oꝛ exoꝛcyl⸗ 
mes, by the lawe of god, and lo may 
euery lay ma: but none may bſe the 
ceremonies oꝛ exoʒcyſmes but pꝛy- 
ſtes: and that is by tawes of the by⸗ 
ſhops ot Rome. and ſo like wile the 
ceremonyes in other miniſtrations 
be by la wes of biſhoppes of Rome, 
oꝛ by cuſtome. Alſo the myniſtrati⸗ 
on of extreme vnctton none map cr: 
erciſe but onely pꝛieſtes. and m_ 
e 


The ſeconde chapiter. 
e puttyng away of ſpnne, no pꝛiſt 
naye doo it, neyther by the la we of 
od, ne by the la wr of man, foꝛ god 
nely ot his mercye, thꝛoughe con⸗ 
tricion, which is the very trewe pe⸗ 
ſaunce, putteth awaye ſynne, and 
none but he. And euerye man that 
hath offended, muſte vſe this myny⸗ 
ſtration of penaunce and of contry⸗ 
e nion in hym ſclfe, and in his owne 

harte, if he wyll haue koꝛgpuenes: 
and none other but he may ble this 

myniſtration foꝛ hym. 


COf dyuers mynyſtrations, whiche the 
clergye hath vſed by cuſtome and by 
lawes of man, and yet many of the 
lay people haue thought. that 
th ey haue vſed theym by 

the lawe of god. 
The thyꝛde chapiter, 


— * 2 * 4 11 9 


ATRIMONY was oꝛdey⸗ 
ned by god: as is ſayde befoze 
and 


M 


Thethyrde chapiter. 
and it hath. tt. greate pꝛerogatyu 
befoꝛe any other myniſtration, the 
ts to ſay. by realon of the place an 
of the tyme: of the place, foz it wa 
inſtituted by god tn paradiſe: of th 
tyme, fo2 it was fyꝛſte ozdepned be 
foe all other mynyſtrations. Int 
trouth it is, that pꝛeſtes by cuſtom 
haue had alway the miniſtration x 
the lolempnylyng therof, and none 
but they, as tothe ceremonies, & (« 


it is right couentent that they haue 


ſtilbut pet it is expedient, that it be 


knowe, by what authoute they haue 


it:and that it may with a cauſe be ta 


ken fro them by the hyghe powers, 


AS it may in dede. Alſo conkyꝛzmati⸗ 
on is by the lawe ok man, and was 
o. ned by the biſhoppes of Rome 
And the clergie, thzoughe the eram: 
ple of thappoſtles in the pꝛymitiue 
churche, whiche by * 
they 


Thethirde chapiter. 
they handes, gaue the holy gooſte 
ina vyſyble ſygne, but that ayfte 
went not to theyꝛ ſucceſſoures:how 
be it theyꝛ lucceſſours haue ozdey- 
ned, that they ſhall lpyke wyſe con⸗ 
firme them that be baptiſed,by tow 
chynge of they: handes, and if they 
that do it be in grace, it maye doo 
dod, and elles it wil do lytel good. 
ſo auriculer conleſſpon is by the 


lawe of man, and it may ſometime 


do good, and be occalyon to bꝛinge 
in contrition. Neuer the leſſe many 
of the clergye affyꝛme, and all the 


peple in maner beleue, that it is by 


uche lawe of god. Allo latiſfactyon, / 


ik it be taken as a parte of penance, 
gyuen by intunctton of the confeſ- 
lour, in ſuche maner as hath benne 
bſed in tyme paſt after confeſſions, 
is by the lawe of man: Ind if it be 
_ as good deedes of pꝛayour, 
kaſtynge 


The thirde chapiter. 
faſtynge, and almes deede, done ol 
deuotion, then it is commanded to 
euery man by the lawe of god. but 
pet whiche way fo euer it be taken 
tit neuer putteth away lynne, but it 
mape thꝛoughe grace, and though 
the free gyfte of god, whether it be 
frely done, oz by waye of iniuncti⸗ 
on and penaunte, encreaſe his me⸗ 
Cite and rewarde in heuen. Allo be⸗ a 
nedictions and hallowynges, as n 
they be commonlye vſed, be by the tt 
lawe of man: and tf the miniſter bea 
in ſtate of grace, his benedyctyons n 
and halo wynges may do good: but te 
ik lje be out of grace, then as of thein ce 
ſelfe, they do rather hurt then good. I p; 
And neuertheleſſe many of thepeo⸗ iu 
ple thynke, that the euyll Iyfe ol the a 
mynyſter, hurteth not ſuche Hallo» Na 
wynges oꝛ benedyctions, noo moze ih 
than it dothe hurte they? — pi 
| ons 


Therhirde chapirer. 
mynpſtrations as they haue by the 


ryghte great errour. Allo byſſhops 
haue power to exampne encomben⸗ 
tes, that be pꝛeſented to benefyces, 
but that is in this realme onely by 
tuſtome, and by the fauour and ſuf 
keraunce of the king and his lawes, 
and not by the lawe of god. fo it can 
not be pꝛoued by the lawe ok god, 
that one pꝛiſt hath that power ouer 
an other pꝛiſte, ne none ſhoulde be 
18 made pꝛuſtes, but ſuch as were able 
ut to take a cure. Allo all holydays, ex⸗ 
m tepte the ſeuenth daye, and alſo ; the 
d. ¶ pꝛecyſe faſtynge dayes, matyns, e⸗ 
o- uenſonge the ceremomies at maſſe, 
he and other like, be by the law of m3: 
o⸗ and ſo is the power of turiſdiction, 
ze ¶ that the clergye hathe vſed in tyme 
ls pate, as to kepe courtes and coun⸗ 
8 B cilles, 


ons and abſoluttons, oꝛ ſuche other 
lawe of god. Ind ſutelye that is a 


Thethyrde chapitex. 
-cflles;; to do co2rections, and fuche 
other? And yet many thynke, that 
ſuche thynges haue ben by the lawe 
of god. Trouthe it is, that many of 
the pꝛayours that be ſayde at maſſe, 
matyns, tuenſonge, and diriges be 
taken out ot᷑ ſcripture, and be ſcrip- 
ture in dede: but to this intente that 
they ſhalt be ſayd in one place ol the 


ſeruice rather then in an other oꝛ in 


this tyme ot the pere, moꝛe than in 
this, oꝛ to this intente one time and 
to this an other: they are but cere- 
monpes, koz they be oꝛdeyned to be 
ſaide in that oꝛdre by the onely lawe 
ol man. And therfoze it were righte 
expediente, that it were openly de⸗ 
clared and knowen, what thynge 

be vſed by the law of god, and wh 

by cuſtome and by the lawe of man. 
And vndoubtedly there is no lawe 
ol god, that commaundeth 7 


ik the clergy be tudges in that mat= 


dinall, and dyuers other, haue ben 1 


The thride chapiter. TH 
bp of ymages, but whether the let- - 1 
tynge vp of them be pzohybited by 4 
the la we of god, that is to ſay by the 
xx. Chapyter of exodie oꝛ not, is a 
great doubte to many men: and as 
it ſemeth, ik the ſayde terte were in⸗ 
dyfferently lok ed vpon, it wold ap⸗ 
pere, that the ſettyng vp of them is Li 
therby clearly pꝛohibite: howe be it, M3 


ter, it is verye lyke, that many of 
them wyl mainteyne, that they? pꝛe⸗ 
deceſſours began. Alſo all the inke⸗ 
riour oꝛders vnder deacon, and allo 
theſe names,Pope, patriarke, Car- 


inuented and bꝛoughte vppe by the 
power of the byſſhoppes of Rome 
and the clergye, and not by the lawe 


of god, 
at Bll, Of 


The fourth chapiter. 


et dyuerothrnges — the byſhops of | 


Rome and other byſhops and pryſtes baue 
claimed vnder tbe coloꝛ of the law of god, | 
whiche it gyueth them not, ne that ther 


pꝛetence therin can not be affpꝛmed by | 


cuſtome, ne yet by aſſente of the peo⸗ 
ple. The fourthe Lbapytcr, 


YRSTE byſſhoppes of Nome 

haue pꝛetẽded to be ſupꝛeme hed 
of the vnyuerſall churche of Chuſt, 
and they haue pꝛetended allo, that 
they haue bothe powers ſpirytuall| 
and tempozal: howe be it they agre, ! 
that they haue gyuen the execution 
of the tempozall power to kynges a 
pꝛyncis, but the power of right they 
haue pꝛetẽded to haue holly in them 
ſelfe: and therfoꝛe they haue ſayde, : 
that they haue power to depoſe kins | 
ges and pꝛyncis, and that ſome ol 
thev2 pꝛedeceſſours haue done ſo in 
dede. And ferthermoꝛe they haue pꝛe 
tended, that by they; layde ſupꝛemi⸗ 


The fourth chapiter. 
tie, they haue power to ſomon a ge⸗ 
nerall councill, and to commaunde 
kynges and pꝛincis to aſſiſte they 
therin. And that byſhoppes pꝛiſtes 
and other of the clergye, aughte to 
haue the voices in ſuche councilles, 
and none but they. Alſo that they 
haue power to make byſſhops, and 
none but they: to gyue all benefices 
J and ſpirituall dignities thꝛough all 
chꝛiſtendome: to be the bnpuerſall 
byſhoppe th:oughe al dyociſes, and 
to viſite in all places ſeculer and re⸗ 
guler whan they wyll: to haue firſt 
JI fruites of all byſſhopaickes, and of 
mY all other ſpirytuall dygnittes. Alſo 
e I that they andthe clergye make the 
1- F churche and that ſuch a churche as 
of may not erre:and that they haue aus 
in ctozitte to expounde and declare the 
e doubtes of ſcrypture: and that all 
t« men are bounde to ſtand to that de⸗ 


of | 
de 


The fourth chapiter. 


claration. Ind that they haue au⸗ 
ctozitie by the lawe of god to make 
excommunications: and they except 
therin neyther treaſons, murders, 

ne fclonyes, ne yet kynge ne punce. 


They pꝛetende allo, that they mapye | 
make lawes: and that all tempoꝛal 
lawes muſte gyue place to them:al: | 


ſo they haue pꝛetended, that they 
mape graunte full pardone 4 pena | 
culpa, and archebyſhoppes and car-⸗ 

dinals haue pꝛetended v they might 


graunte an. C. dapes of pardone: 
and euery byſhop. xl. dayes, And al 
byſſhops haue pꝛetended, that they 
may make ablolutions in mamp ca: | 
ſes, where other pꝛyſtes maye not. 
And al pꝛieſtes haue made pzetence, 


that they maye put away ſynne:and 
that they mave determyne by power 
gf the keys, who is woꝛthy to be ad⸗ 
mytted into the kyngdome ok — 
an 


—— 22 


/. R eee . gm Oh. wes on cnn ante emans am. a. LS A. 


74 


| _ 
The fourth chapirer. 
and who not. And all theſe pꝛeten⸗ 
ces, and many mo here omitted whi 
che the people haue bene inſtructed 
in tyme paſte to be trewe, be not on⸗ 
ly vntrewe, but alſo many of theym 
be hereſpe, and be directly agaynſte 
ſcripture, and none af them can be 
affermed ne made perfite bycuſtom 
pꝛelcription vſe ne by acceptance of 


che people: foꝛ they be vntrewe do⸗ 
ctrines: and an vntrue doctrine can 
not be refoꝛmed tyl it be clerely bꝛo⸗ 
ken and put away, wherfoze the len 
ger they contynue, the greatter ig 
che offence in them that maynteyne 


them. Ind amongeſt other thynges 


I thegreateſt hynderaunce of the true 


doctryne of the goſpelt, andof the 
perfection of all chuſten religion; 
the tncreaſpnge of hereſies and vn- 
true doctrines;haue growen by re- 
_ of thele pzetences folowynge: 

B.tiil, That 


The fourthe chapiter. 
That js to ſape, that the byſſhop of 
Rome ſhuld be heed of the vnyuer- 
ſall churche: and that he ſhuld haue 
power to ſommon general council⸗ 
les: and that byſhoppes and puſtes 
ſhuld only haue the voices in them: 
t haue power to expounde the dou⸗ 
tes of fcripture. And J entend now 
bꝛyfely as I canne, to touche ſome 


thynge of generall councylles: and 
fyꝛſte wyll ſpeke of ſuche catho- | 
Ipke generall counſaples as be ap- | 
poynted to be kepte by the lawe of | 
god: and then of ſuche conncylles | 
às haue ben kepte in tyme paſte, by | 
wertes of the byſhops of Home, q 


| 855 auctoꝛite the catholyke general ; 
quncillce fyzſte began;and what power 


G” > * they haue. The de chapiter. 
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VyvnkEN a man maketh a teſta⸗ 
ment. he hath a deſpze to haue 


3 7 ele - als — . a. _ am eas GH — . — 
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t perfo2med. ond he wol therfoze in 
the beſte maner that he can, deuyſe 
ſuche wapes, as map moſte helpe to 
the perkourmance therok: whervp- 
pon it foloweth, that ſythe our mai 
ſter Chzyſte, whiche was andis of 
moſte hyghe wyſedome, power, and 
goodneſſe, made a teſtament, which 
he wolde ſhulde contynue to thende 


of the wozlde: that he wold pꝛouide 
howe that teſtamente ſhulde be per⸗ 
fourmed: and bycauſe it was expe⸗ 
diente, that there ſhulde be alwaye 
4 certatne powers in his churche that 
chulde ſe the execution therof, he al 


ſygned certayne powers therto. in 
ſuch maner as J ſhal touche heraf 


ter:and thoſe powers he appoynted 
FJ accozding to the times then to come 


in his churche, to the ende of thg 
woꝛlde: wherok the fyzſte was the 
time that folowed immediately af- 
CV, ter 


10! 
1328 }/ 


Thefyfthe chapiter. 
ter his paſſpon, whan the churche 
was in the begynnynge, and in mai 
ner as in her tnfancye, to the tyme i; 
that kyuges and pꝛynces were con⸗ 
yerted ; whiche by thauctoatie that 
thep had recepued of god ouer his 
people, myght take rule and gouer⸗ 
naunce therot: The other tyme was 
from the ſayd time that kynges and 
pꝛynces were conuerted, to the ende 
of the woꝛlde. And foz the good 0z- | 
der and direction of his teſtamente 
in the kirſte of the layde tymes, he 

aue power to his apoſtles and di⸗ 
ciples, by this texte. hen he ſapd | 
to Peter in the name ok all the ap⸗ 
poſtles, and of all the hole churche, 


tyll kynges and pꝛyncis ſhulde be | 
conuerted to the kapthe. what (oo | 
euer pe bynde vpon the erthe, ſhall 
be boundẽ in heuens: foʒ there were 
none other thenne, that . — 

9 8 


The fyfche chapiter. 
wolde take the gouernaunce bppon 


che appoſtles and dyſcyples onely 
J without aſſyſtaunce of kynges and 
it pꝛynces, 02any other of the people, 
by auctozitie of the ſayd texte, in the 
name of the hole church. foz the time 
appoynted Mathie in the place of 
Judas: And they alſo foz thencrea- 
ſonge of the moze loue and honour 
in the hartes of p peple to the name 
ok Jeſu, altered the fozme of bap- 
ge time, inſtituted by Chziſt, and com⸗ 

manded that all men ſhulde be bap⸗ 
vd } tiſed in the name of Jeſu. And they 
Þz allo chaſe the. vii. deacons, to my- 


je, niſtre to the tables: that they them 


be elfe myght attende to pꝛayour and 
0 pꝛeching. And they appointed alſo, 
ll 7 chat the goodes of them that were 
re IF conuerted in the begynnynge of the 
— churche ik the owners had — 
1 on ſo 


chem, but onely they: and therfoze 
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The fyfche chapiter. 
on fo to do, ſhulde be bꝛoughte and 


leyed at the appoſtles fete to the co 


mon vle of the multytude of the 
Chuſten people then newly conuer⸗ 
ted. And thoſe directions they made 
in their owne names, bycaule there 
were then no other men conuerted, 
that myght conueniently be ioyned 
with thein in councilles: but after, 
whanne other were conuerted, that 
myght be conueniently topned wuh 
them in Councilles, then they toke | 
the ſentours of the peple with them 
in councylles, in the name of the | 
hole churche, as appereth Acto. rv, 
and. xxi. and that they dyd alſo by 
auctoꝛitie of the ſaid text. Mat. xvi. 
foꝛ there were no kynges then con⸗ 


uerted, that myghte take that po⸗ 


mer vpon them, as is ſayde befoꝛe. 
Ind al this tyme the Apoſtels were 
the hyghe rulers in all the layd con⸗ 

cylles, 


Thefyfth chapiter. 


teils, but when kynges and pꝛyncis 
were conuerted to the faythe, then 
the power, to (ee the laide teſtament 
of Chriſte to be duely executed, was 
deuolute to kynges and paincts, as 
heedes and rulers ouer the people, 
and that was by the texte, wohat ſo 
ever ye bynde bppon erthe, ſhall be 
bounden in heuen: Foꝛ tho wozdes 


all the people there beinge pꝛeſente 
in the name of the vnuerſal church 
and that terte is the verye grounde 
and warrante of the kepynge of all 
catholyke generall counctlles, that 
haue ben oꝛ ſhall be to thende of the 
I wozld.and here it is to be notid, that 
when kynges and pꝛynces were in⸗ 
I fidels, they had theyꝛ power of god 
ouer the people: and when they be⸗ 
came chꝛyſtened, they loſte none of 
3 but had it, and to — 
aye 


Mauh. 18. 


1 Chalt ſpeke to the diſciples, and to 
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The fyfthe chapiter. 
dape haue it in moche moze cratyſ# 
ous and excellent maner, than the 
had befoze, And vndcr this marie 
beganne the auctoꝛitie of the catho 
like general councilles in the chur 
che or god: and then to ſpeke ſome 
what of the power of the catholyke 
generall councils, that J haue ſpo 
ken of befoze, I thynke veryly, that 
the power of them ſtandeth mooſte 
pꝛincipally to declare the trewe ca⸗ 
tholyke fayth, accoꝛdynge to the ru⸗ 
les and groundes of ſcripture: and 
to declare alſo, what is to be iuged 
to be agaynſte ſcripture, and what 
not: and to expounde the doubtes 
therof: and alſo to determine, what 
bokes are to be obeide and taken as 
bookes of ſcripture, and what not. 
Fo: all chyſten people muſte agree 
in one fapthe and in one god. Howe 
be it the cozrectio of them that — 

bete 


ö The fyfch chapiter. 
atyf bꝛeke 02 dylobey the ſayd declaratfs 
then on of the generall councille, belon⸗ 
geth by the lawe of god to kynges i; 
and pꝛyncis. Foz it is ſayd Eccle.v. Ecclefiaſs | 4 
che kynge commaundeth the hoolle | |x 
countrey, as his ſubiette: and ther⸗ 1 
koꝛe, if any man ſhulde punyſſhe in 
the realme of an other pꝛynte, any 
ok his ſubiectes, withoute his com 
A maundement, it ſhulde be againſte 
che fozelayde texte. woherkoze the 10 
ſapde texte, Math. x biii.which was 1 
ſpoken to the bniuerlall churche, as 1 
is ſapde befoze, is to be vnderſtand | i 
thus, what ſo euer ye bynde vppon 1 
eg erthe, not offendynge ſcripture, ne 
at I the power that is gyuen to kynges co 
ag I by the lawe of god, ſhal be bounden : WY 
;t, in heuen. Foz certayneit is, that the 8 | 
ce I intentof Chriſt was, neyertoſpeke 
ze I any thynge againſte ſcripture, net⸗ 
d cher of the olde teſtamente, ne — 
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atthe, oz to do any of the thynges 
that J haue ſayd befoze, do pertay 


they neuer had thoſe powers, butte 


aſſent, is againſt the power of kin: 
ges and pꝛincis, Ro. xiii. where it 


The fyfche chapiter. 
new. Foz he (aid, com not to beke 
the la we, but to fulfyll it. And alle 
it is to be noted, that to declare the 


to the generall councille: is not a: 
gaynſte ſcripture; ue agaynſte the 
power of kinges and pꝛinces. Foz 


cozrecte offenders, and to appoyntel 
thozder of cozrection,in whatdegre 
of offence lo euer it be, without their 
| 


is ſayde, that pꝛincis be punyſhers 
of euery thynge that is euylle. And 
ouer that, if a chaiſten kynge lyued | 
agaynſte ſcripture, to the hurte ot 
his owne ſoule, and to the puell ex⸗ 
ample alſo of all his ſubiectes, the 
general councill might declare, that 
he lyued againſte ſcripture, and az | 

we! gainſt 


The fyfthe chapiter. 

gainſt the lawe of god: but coꝛrer⸗ 
tion they myght none do, ne his ſub 
iectes might nothing do therin: but 
only p2ay to almightye god foz his 
amendement. Allo pt the generall 
councille decreed, that the pongeſt 
ſonne ſhuld enherite in this realm: 
oꝛ that all entayles made of landes, 
ſhulde be voide: Oz that the clergie 
ſhuld haue a iuriſdiction, and make 
pꝛoces of excõmunication againſte 

rl every man, that bꝛeke any of their 
decrees, all were in vapne : foz it 
were agaynſte the pꝛerogatyue of 
zingis and pꝛincis tneuery realme: 
and alſo againſt ſcripture, whereby 
kynges haue their power, as is ſaid 
ok! befoze. voherfoze the general coun⸗ 
er⸗ till hath therin no auctoaitie . Lyke 
the I wyſe, if any lawe be vſed agaynſte 

hat || ſcripture, the generall councill may 
az if declare, that it is ſo: * the coꝛrec⸗ 
tion 
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tion and — in that be⸗ 
halfe, they muſte commytte to kyn⸗ 
ges in euery countreye, and to they; 
lawes. And thoughe the apoſtels x 
ſeniours, Act. xv. by auctozitie of the 
ſaid texte, Matth. xvi, Quodcunq́; ligaue⸗ 
ris. c. decreed. that the peple ſhuld 
abſtayne, a ſuffocatis & ſanguine, wht: 
che pertayned not meerelye to the 
fapthe, fozthe meate was laufulle: 

and neuertheleſſe the chꝛyſten peo⸗ 
ple were than bounden to obey the 
decree: Yet yf the kynges vnder 
whom the chꝛiſten people were tha 
ſubtectes, bpon a reaſonable cauſe} 
had commaunded them to haue ea: 

ten ſuche meate, they ought in con⸗ 


»ſcience to haue obeped his commi-| 


haue ben againſt the faith, and that 

decree was not made, but onelp fo! 

a frendly communyon and compa- . 
nienge 


| 
| 
dement . Foꝛ the eatinge ſhulde not Fj 
( 
t 
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ntenge togither ofthe gentyles and 
iewes in the beginning of the chut- 


che. Foz the Jewes greately abhoꝛ⸗ 
ted ſuche meates. But foꝛ as moch 
as the cauſe of that lawe is nowe 
determined, the lawe allo is deter⸗ 
myned: ſo that no man at this day 
is bounden to it. | 

Farthermoꝛe by that J haue ſaide 


I befoze, appereth, that the generalle 
q counctlle, laufully gathered accoz- 
ding to lcripture, map declare, what 
is hereſie, and whatte not. And J 
Ithinke alſo, that by thele woꝛdes, 


Dic eccleſię. & ſi eccleſtam non audierit.ſit 
tibi ſicut ethnicus & publicanus , They 


map put a man to aunſwere befoze 
them vpon the hereſie : and ſo may 


not euery byſhop, ne pet all the cler- 
gie togyther . Howe be it the genes 
tall councill maye not thervpon do 
tozrection. Fo2 al the cozrection per 

4 C it taineth 


1 * 
Ne 


The fyfche chapiter-. 
taineth to kynges and pꝛincis, as J 
haue layd befoze, ne they maye not 
alter the woꝛdes of ſcripture in any 
article, as the apoſtels dydde in the 
fourme of baptyſme, foz the cauſe! 
why the appoſtels dyd it, is deter: 
mpned, that is to ſaye, to cauſe the 
name ot Jelu to be had in the moze 
loue and honour amonge the peo⸗ 
ple, as is ſaid befoze, whiche nowe, 
thanked be our loꝛde, is vniuerſal-} 
Iy fultylled amonge al chꝛiſten peo⸗ 
ple: and ſo the ſayd example is de⸗ 
termined. Farthermoꝛe by that that 
I haue ſayde bekfoꝛe, appereth, that 
the oꝛderynge of all ceremonies, o 
faſtynge dayes and holy dayes, ex⸗ 
cepte the. bii. day onely, ot ſenſyn⸗ 
ges, and ok all the ceremonies, ap 
parell at maſſe, matyns, and euen 
ſonges, and of al other lyke: be vn: 
der the power of kynges and pzyn- 

| | ce 14 
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J ces, acco2ding to their lawes, and 
not of the generall councilles. Foz 
they be not commaunded by ſcrip⸗ 
ture, ne pertayne not merely to the 
faithe: but haue ben bꝛought vppe 
fo: the beautifieng of the miniſtra⸗ 
tions vled amonge the people, and 
to ſtire them the rather to devotion, 
I voherfoze dyuers countreves maye 


>| bſedpucrs ceremonies to the ſayde 


4 intentes, in ſuche maner as ſhall be 
I thought molt expedient fo2 the peo⸗ 
ple in euery countrey, without any 
q offence to the law of god. but in one 
fapthe and in one hoole and full al- 
ſente vpon ſcripture, and vpon the 
J erpoſitions therof, all chziſten peo 
ple muſte ok ncceſſitie agree, as J 
haue ſayd befoꝛe: and to that intent 
onely it ſhulde ſeme that Chriſt oꝛ⸗ 
deyned gencrall councilles. 

C iii Ok 
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Bf ſuch councils as haue ben kept in tyme 


paſt by the power of the biſhops of Rome. 


and of the clergie, and haue ben called 
general councils. The. vicchap. 


IF A MAN wylle ſaye, and aby⸗ 
dingly ſtand in it, that the byſhop 


of Rome is heed of the vniuerſalle | 
| — of Chꝛiſte: it is not onely 
7 


vntrew 


maunde the byſhoppe of Rome as 
his ſubiecte. And if the byſhoppe of 
Rome ſhulde be heed of the bntuer⸗ 


ſall churche : then he ſhulde be heed| 


ouer the Emperour. Fo: he vndou⸗ 
tedly is one of the church: and than 


but it is alſo hereſpe and 
is directely agaynſte ſcripture, Ec- |: 
cleſiaſtes.b. Where it is ſayde: vni⸗ 
werſy terrę rex imperat ſeruienti, that is, 
The kynge commaundeth the hole 
countrey as his ſubtect.vohervpon | 
it foloweth, that the emperour, wht | 
che is kynge in Jtalye, mape com- | 


: 
| 


K 
2 
E 
£ 2 
125 
; ly 1 


The ſyxte chapiter. 
he might commaunde hym as a ſu⸗ 


periour to hym, and that is directly 
againſt the (aid texte eccleſiaſtes.v. 
and ik the bylſhoppe of Rome came 
n to the realme ok any other kyng, 
he ſhulde fo the tyme beſubiecte to 
I that kynge, and ought to be obedi⸗ 


ente to his lawes and commaunde⸗ 


mentes. And alſo it is ſayd, Da. vt. 
here ye kyuges and vnderſtande: 
lerne pe that be iudges of all partes 
ok the wozde. And if kinges be Ju⸗ 
ges of al partes of the woꝛlde, what 
part of the wozld is left to the iuge⸗ 
ment of the biſhoppe of Romez:And 
t the byſſhoppe of Rome were lu⸗ 
pꝛeme heed of the vniuerlall chur⸗ 
che, then he might iudge vniuerkal⸗ 
Ib in al realmes:and that were dire⸗ 
I ctely ageynſt the fayde textes. It is 


hereſie therfoze, to ſaye that the by⸗ 
hoppe of Rome is heed of the vni⸗ 
Ciiii yerſall 
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uerlall — Alſo to ſay, that the 
byſhoppe of Rome and the clergie 
maye make lawes to bynde kinges 
and pꝛincis and their ſubiectes, is 
alſo againſt cripture plal. ii. where 7 
it ig ſaide, O kynges bnderſtande } 
pe, be ve lerned that iuge the wolld, | 
Foz yt the bylſhoppe of Rome and 
the clergie ſhoulde haue power to 
make lawes, to bynde kynges and 
their people: then myght not kyn⸗ 
ges iudge the woꝛld:foꝛ they might 
not iudge vppon tho lawes, ne re⸗ 
foꝛme tho lawes. Foꝛ he that maye 
make a lawe, hath power to inter⸗ 
pꝛete and to refozme the lawe, and 
none but he: and ſo ſhulde kynges ö 
be bounden by tho lawes: a myght 

not of their owne power iudge che 
woꝛlde, as the ſayde texte, Pſal. ii. 

ſaythe they do. Alſo ſeyncte Paule, | 
No. xili.ſayth of eucrp pꝛynce 9 | 


The ſyxte chapiter. 


He is the reuenger in to wꝛathe to 


hym that dothe euylle. Ind ſayncte 
aule in the ſayd woꝛdes ercepteth 
no maner ot euplle. And if pꝛinces 
haue power to reuenge every eupll. 
It is hereſpe to ſay, that the byſhop 
of Rome may iudge oꝛ reuenge any 
maner of euyll. by his ow ne power. 
And neuertheles not withſtandyng 
the layde textes, and dyuers other, 
whiche pꝛoue lufficientely , that the 
high power of the woꝛlde is in kin- 
ges and pꝛincis, wherof J haue re- 
cited parte in the firſte chapyter of 


this treatiſe: yet the byſſhoppes of 


Rome haue in tyme paſt, as heedes 
of the vniuerſall churche, taken v- 
pon them, to lummon and appoynt 
generall councils, as they haue cal⸗ 
led them, and to commande kinges 
and pꝛincis to obey that ſommons, 


and to aſſiſte theym therein. but yet 


C whau 
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 whenkynges& pꝛinces haue done 
ſoo: they, ne any other by their ap- | 
popntemente, ne yet anylay manne | 
ſhulde haue in the ſayde councilles 
any voyces, but byſſhoppes, pꝛie- 
ſtes, and religious, and other of the 
clergie onely. Foꝛ they haue pzeten- |. 
ded, that they make the vniuerſalf | 
churche,and that ſuch a churche as 
may not erre. nd ſurely to ſay,that | 


byſhops and pꝛiſtes, make the vni- 
uerſall churche, is a great erroure : 
fo: the bniuerſall church is the con⸗ 
gregation of all faithefull people, 


and not onely of the byſſhops and 


pꝛieſtes. And of that churche ſaint 
Paule ſpeke, Ephel. v. whanne he 
ſavde, that fo2 his churche Chiilte 
gaue hym ſelfe: and no man wylle 
ſay, that Chꝛiſt gaue hym ſelfe only 
fo: the clergie. Alſo ſaint Paule ſpe 
kynge of the particular . of 
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The ſyxte chapiter. 


gine, he vnderſtandeth the vniuer⸗ 
Cal churche of the Cozinthians.and 


i not onelp of the clergie there. Powe 
be it the byſhops of this realme are 


clere fro that errour : fo2 they right 


well and catholikely haue confeſſed 
in their boke, called the Inſtitution 
ok achziſten man, in the title of ma- 


trimonie, that the congregation of 
al faithfull people maketh the vni- 
uerlall churche . And by realone of 
the ſaid pꝛetences, that the byſhops 
of Rome ſhulde be ſupꝛeme heedes 
of the vniuerſall churche, and that 
they might ſummon a general coũ⸗ 
cill, as they haue callid it, to 9 
the 


the Co:inthians ſaith thus, Deſpox- 2· Cor. 
J dinos vni wiro uirginem caſtam exhibere — 
Chriſto, That is, I haue eſpouſed 
vou, to gyue pour ſelle a chaſte vir⸗ 
gin to one manne, that is Chaſte, 
And by thoſe woꝛdes, a chaſte vyz- 


The ſyxte chapiter. 


the churche, as they haue pꝛetended 


in capite & membris, in fide & moribus, 
that is to ſay in heed and membzes, 
c in faith d maners, vnderſtãdyng 


by that woꝛde heed. the byſhoppe or 


Kome:and by that woꝛde membzes 
kynges aud pꝛinces, and they peo- 
ple:chey haue bought in many gret 
perillous errours and abuſions, as 
well to the hurte of theyz o bone ſou⸗ 
les, as of all the people. Ind ouer 


that, fo: mayntenance ot they; own 
honour, power, riches, libertie, and 
ſuche other, haue made lawes dire⸗ 
ctely agaynſt ſcripture, agavnſt the | 
power of kynges and pꝛinces and 
they lawes, and alſo agaynſte all 
trouthe and charitie, and whereoek 
they hadde noo power to make any ! 
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lawes and canons, but onely that 


they toke vpon thein to do it bythe 
vlurped powers beioze — 


The ſyxte chapiter. 
And nowe lette euery manne in his 
obne conlcience iuge, whether it be 
an indifferent waye of Juſtice, that 
the byſhoppe of Rome and the cler- 
gie ſhulde be in thele mattiers iud⸗ 
ges, to redꝛeſſe theſayde abulions, 
hereſpes, and bntrewe doctrynes, 
bought in by them ſelfe, & by their 
pꝛedeceſſoures, and whyther they 
I wolde be dilygente to abbate their 
accuſtomed vlurped honoz, power, 
riches, libcrtte, and ſuche other, as 
in this woꝛlde be thinges ryght de⸗ 
lectable and pleſant, ſpecially if the 
councill be kepte, where they haue 
woꝛldly power: J doubte not, but 
that there be ſom of the clergie, that 
wolde put therto right greatte dili⸗ 
gence: but to fynde many of them, 


Ithinke it wold be bery hard. Ind. 


pet the byſhop of Rome hath nowe 
of late ſummoned a councyll to be 


holden 


4 


The ſyxte chapiter. | 
Holden after the old faſhion; Ind ik Cl 
he ſhuld ſhew him ſelf out wardly to p. 
do it foꝛ a refoʒmation, & inwardly 
intende to maynteyne koꝛthe the old 
abuſpons, it ſhoulde be in hym to 
great a faute d enoʒmitie to be ſuk⸗ 
kred. And therkoze it is to think, that 
he knowith many ok the clergy, that 
wyll helpe fozthe his good purpoſe 
therin. Howe be it thoughe his in⸗ 
tent be neuer ſoo good in this mat⸗ 
ter, yet if ignoꝛance do not excuſe, | 
thinke verily, that he, and all that 
haue moued hym to ſumon it, haue 
fallen therby into a ryght great he⸗ 
reſie, foꝛ the cauſes befoze reherſed. 
And it wyll be very harde to pꝛoue, 
that ignoꝛaunce of the la we of god 
ſhulde ercuſe any manne, ſpecially ' 
them that are moſte bounde to haue 
knowledge of it. Wherkoze J wyll 
ſay thus farre, concerninge the ſaid 


coun⸗ 


The ſyxte chapiter. 


I counctll, that, as many kynges and 
pꝛincis, as knowe the laid text, Ec 
cleſiaſtes. v. and other textes lyke, 
4 wherby it appereth euidentely, that 
the high power, and the high com⸗ 
mandement of the woꝛlde reſtith in 
I kinges and pꝛinces, and that none 
t hath auctozitie vnder god to com⸗ 
e [1] maunde theym: and neuer the leſſe 
= þ] wyl appere at the ſapd councill, that 
„they agree, that the byſſhoppe of 
Rome is heade of the vnyuerſalle 
t Churche, and ſo aſſente to the ſaide 
C 


1 heryſye, and be maynteyners and 
partteakers of it: and that they al- 
ſo renounce and fozſake therby the 
power, that they haue receyued of 
I godouerhis people, and that they 
diſable them ſelfe therby co rekoꝛme 
the abuſions, errours, and hereſies, 
which through the craftes a ſ leigh⸗ 
tes ot che kende, haue ben bzought 
into 


The fyxte chapiter. 
into the wozlde, againſte the trewe 
doctrine of Chꝛiſte and of his gol⸗ 
ſpel, and allo againſte thenſamples 
of holy faders in the pꝛimitiue chur 


che, and wherok there is no truſte of ©. 


rekourmation, oneles kynges and 
pꝛincis ſhoꝛtly put to their handes. 


Cœf the gatheryng of catholike general 
| councils, The.vii.chapiter, 


x HERE was no auctoꝛitie gt- 


uen by Chziſte to oone apoſtle 


aboue another, though pcraduen- 
ture ſomerealons myghte be made 
to pꝛoue, that Peter oughte to haue 
ſome certayne pzeempnence bekoze 
the other apoſtelles gbut J entende 
not at this tyme, to ſpeake of that 
pꝛeempynence. Foz what loo euer it 
were, it can not be pꝛoued by Scri⸗ 
pture, ne by any other ſufficient au⸗ 
ctoute, wherby any man ſhulde be 
bounden 


The ſeuenth chapiter. 
bounden to beleue it, who was his 
ſucceſſoure, ne whoo ts nowe his 
{ucceſſour: lo that none may claime 
any pzcempnence by hym ouer any 
other. Me it is not redde in Scrip⸗ 
ture, that whan the power of gene⸗ 
call councils in the begynnynge of 
the churche ſtode in the appoſtelles 
and ſeniours, as J haue ſaid befoze, 
that any ok the apoſtels commaun⸗ 
ded an other to come to any council. 
voherkoꝛe it is very lyke, whan any 
doute role. that nedid to haue coun⸗ 
till, that the apoſtels, and ſeniours, 
and other of the churche, whole pꝛe⸗ 
ſence was neceſlary, of their chari⸗ 
tie came to it, without any comman 
dement: but haply by a charitable 
and a louynge monition and deſyze 
of one to an nother: ne there is not 
any mention made in ſcripture, that 
there was any ex communication oz 
779 i inter- 


The ſeuenth chapiter. 
fnterdiction made againſte they 
chat came not: foꝛ all the mencio 
that is made, Act. xv. koꝛ the gathe 
rynge of the council at Hierulalem 
whaͤn the queſtion role, whether cir 
- cunciſyon ſhulde be neceſſary in the 
newelawe, is, that the Apoſtelles 


and ſeniours gathered them ſelfe to 


gether, to here the matter. And it 
the latter ende of the ſame chapiter 
it appereth, that the apoſtles and ſe 
niours. by aſſente of the hole chur⸗ 
che, wꝛote a letter to the bzethern of 
the gentylles conuerted at Antioch, 
Sirie, and Cilyce, in whiche coun⸗ 
treys the ſaid queſtion fyꝛſt ſpꝛang. 
And amonge other thynges, they 
wꝛote thus vnto them: Foꝛ as moch 
as we haue harde, that ſome of vs 
haue come to vou, and troubled pon 
with woꝛdes tournynge pour myn⸗ 
des, to whom we gaue no ay 
1 | men 
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The ſeucnth chapiter. 

ment ſo to do: It hath pleaſed bs, 
gathered to gether in one, to choſe 
men, and to lende to you with oure 
mooſte dere beloued Barnabe and 
Paule. which ſhal ſhewe yori, what 
we thynke. c. And it appereth not, 
that any commaundement was gi⸗ 
uen koꝛ that gatherynge together: 
but that charitie was the vety com 
maundement thetin-to euery man, 
i none other but that. Alſo Act. xt. 
when thetewes murmured againſt 
ſaynte Paule, bycauſe that as they 
ſapde, he taughte the Jewes in the 
begynnynge 6f-the-churche , that 
they ſhuld not circumciſe their chil⸗ 
dꝛen: The hꝛetherne at Hieruſalem 
ſaid vnto hym, that vpon that mats 
ter it behoued to gather the multi⸗ 
tude, and ſo it was. But it appereth 
not, that any commandement was 
gyuen foz the gatherynge , And JÞ 
9 D li baue 


The ſeuenth chapiter. 
haue not harde of any other ſcrip⸗ 


ture, that warranteth any ſuche co- | 
maundement. And yet lyth the fep- | 
ned power of Rome beganne, it is 
pꝛetended, that luche thynges as ar 
to be doone in the Churche of God, | 


muſte be done by the commaunde⸗ 


ment of the byſhoppe of Rome: and 


that he muſte commaunde all men, 


as well kynges and pꝛyncis, as o⸗ 
ther, none excepte, ſpiritual ne tem- 
poꝛall, and that they muſte obey his 
commaundement, and that vppon 


no leſſe peyne then of excommuni⸗ 


cation 92 interdiction. And that it is 
he alſo, that is ſette to iudge al men, 
andchat vpon his welth vnder god, | 
the helthe of all the people dathede- | 
pende, as it is ſayd Diſtinc. xl. Si papa. 


And ſurely theſe thinges can not be 
deryuied oute of the mekeneſſe of 
Chꝛiſte, whyche, as he 8 

To ym 
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Ik̃ he ſeuenth chapiter. 
hym ſelfe, was meke and mylde in 
harte. And I thinke therfoze, that it 
». it ſhuld happen hereafter, any inky⸗ 
ig dels to be conuerted to the keithe of 
ar Chziſte, that they ſhuld be meruai⸗ 
d, loul ly aſtonied, whan they heryng 
ok Chultis mekenes, ſhulde ſee lu⸗ 
d che pꝛide in his mynyſters , whyche 
n, neuertheles pꝛetend the higheſt per 
3 kection in Chꝛiſtis Churche. I ſup⸗ 
1- | pole therfoze, that it were euen now 
s athynge moſte pleaſant to god, and 
n the moſt redy way to encourage in⸗ 
j⸗kidels to be conuerted, and mekely 
g to receyue the faith of Chaiſte, that 
1, euery kynge and pzince in their re⸗ 
3, almes and domintons befoze anye 
other thinge, refozme that pꝛide. 

And as fo: thegatheringe of fuche * 
e | afree catholyque generall councill, 
to be gathered by kynges and pain- 
e cis, as J haueſaide befoze, it is not 
| D til to 


The feuenth chapiter. 
to he douted, but that euery chꝛiſten 
p2tnce by the generall bonde of cha. 
Titte, to the honour of god, and to 
the helthe as well of his owne ſoule 
as of the ſoules of all his ſubiectes, 
wherof he hath taken moſte ſpecial 
cure and charge befoze any other: 
andfoz the mayntenance allo of the 
vnitie of faithe in Chꝛiſtis churche: 
wyll fro tyme to tyme as nede ſhall 
require, charitably agree, that ſuche 
catholyke generalle councilles, as. 
be befoze reherſed, ſhulde be gathe⸗ 
red, and to ſee that ſuche perlonnes 
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haue the voyces therin, as ſhall be 


thought mooſte indifferente. And if 
there were a generall councill thus 
gathered, by auctozitte of kynges 
and pꝛincis, I thinke it wolde doo 


„ e 


moꝛe good at one ſyttyng, then ma- 


ny of the generall councylles that 
tozitie 


hauc ben kept in tyme paſte by auc⸗ 
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The feuenth chapiter. 
fo2itic of byſſhops of Rome and of 
the clergie haue done in many yes 
tes. Foz the moꝛe pitie is, they vn⸗ 
der the colour of refozmation, haue 
maynteyned right great abufions, 
and vntrewe doctrines, whiche of 
lpkelyhode they of them ſelfe wyll 
neuer refoꝛme: but our loꝛde of his 
goodnes may refozme them, whan 


it pleaſeth hym. 
ö Of dyuers lawes and decrees made by the 


byſhops of Rome, and the clergie, 
whiche be not onely vntrewe, 
but be alſo agaynſte ſcrip⸗ 
ture. The.viii.chap. 


T 1s layde amonge other thyn⸗ 
ges, Diſtin. xl. Si papa, that the pope 


is ſette to iudge al men, and that no 
moꝛtall man map repꝛoue hym : fo2 
whole perpetuall cſtatc(as he ſaith) 
all faythefull people ſoo moche the 
moe inſtantly pꝛaveth, as they per⸗ 

D lit ceiue 


* 


The eyght chapiter. 


ceyue, that ot his welthe nexte bnto 
god their helthe doth depende. And 
thele ſayinges be not onely vntrue, | 
but alſo agaynſte all the textes o 


ſcripture, that ſpeake of the power 


ok kynges and pꝛinces, and alſo a- 
2 gapnſte the texte of fraternal coꝛre- 


ction, Matth. xviii, fo2 he ſayth in the 


ſapde diſtinction, that no man may 


coꝛrecte hym. 
¶ Alſo Diſtinc. xcvi. Si imperator, d⸗ 
monge other thynges, hit is ſayde 
thus: God wolde, that ſuche thyn⸗ 
ges ſhoulde be diſpoled by pꝛieſtes, 
as perteyne to the churche : and not 
by ſeculer powers, and that chꝛiſten 
Emperours ought to ſubmpt thepꝛ 
executions to eccleſiaſticall byſhop- 
pes, and not pzeferre them. And in 
the ſame diſtinction, ca. Nunquam de 
epiſcopis, it is [ayde, pꝛincis be wont 
to ſubmpt they; heddes to byſhops: 
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The eyght chapiter, 
and not to iudge vpon they: hedes. 
And howe farre theſe ſayinges be 
agaynſte the trouthe, and howe di⸗ 
rectely agaynſte the power of kyn- 
ges and pꝛinces, to theym gyuen by 
q (cripture, It wyll appere to theym 
that wylle rede the textes recyted in 
the fy2ſte chapiter of this treatyſe. 
¶ Alto. xxii. q. viii. Omni timore, hes 
uenly rewarde is pꝛompſed with⸗ 
out doubte to all theym that dye foꝛ 
the trouthe of the faithe, foz ſalua⸗ 
tion of the coũtrey, and foz defence 
ok chziſten people: and yet it is no 
doubte, but that a man maye dye in 
deedly ſynne without repentance in 
all thoſe caſes: and if he do ſoo, he 
ſhall not be ſaued. And that ſayinge 
alſo is dyꝛectly agaynſt diuers ſcri- 
ptures, that ſpeake of penaunce, 
and of tournynge of our hartes fo 
god: foz the very true penaunce is 1 
8 2 v con⸗ ' i 


——- Y” UT TT» US yy 2 = EET WW 


The eyght chapiter. 
contricion of — with a full pur 
poſe neuer after to offend, and none 
but that. 

¶ Allo Diſtinct. xix. Enin Hero o, the by: 
chop of Rome ſaithe thus: Foz as 
morhe as the churche of Rome, in 


the whiche Chaſte wyl we haue the | 


rule, is ſette as a glaſſe and an ex⸗ 


fimple to other: euery thynge that 
it commaundeth, ts alway without 
denteng, of euery man to be obſler- | 
Ued. And ſoo it apperethe that as 
Chaiſte byddeth pꝛeciſely, that his 
commatindementes be kepte, that | 
ſoo lykewyſe the byſhoppe of Rome 
ſaythe as pꝛecyſelp withoute excep⸗ 
tion, that the commanndementes. | 
ofthe churche of Rome are to be 
obſerued. And vndoubtedlye that 
ſavenge ts vntrue, and was groun⸗ 
ded vpon a greate pꝛeſumption: foꝛ 


the byſhoppes ol — made 
many 


The ey ohr "Es 


many lawes _ may not be obſer- 
ued, as befoze appereth . And there 
is a lawe ot lyke cffecte in the ſame 


reder wyll appere. ; 
1 C Aliſo Diftinc. læxxvĩ Quando neceſiia 

tas, the byſhoppe of Rome ſaythe ta 
all pꝛelates thus: whan the neceſits 
tie ok diſcipline in good maners cõ⸗ 
pelleth you to ſpeke ſoꝛe woꝛdes, fo 
that pe thynke pe haue exceded: yet; 
tis not aſ ked of you, that ye ſhall 
Hacke fo:gyuenes of pour ſubiecte, 
v leſte hapiy the auctozitie of gouer- 
© naunce, by ſhewynge ouer moche 
* | mekenes,might be bꝛoken in them, 
: that ſhulde be ſubiectes: but yet he 
t 
[2 
2 
e 
P 


1 agrecth. that in ſuche caſe, foꝛgiue⸗ 
nes muſte be al ked of god: Ind it 
is to be meruapled, what gouer⸗ 
naunce pꝛelates chulde haue, that 
chuld be bzoken _ mekenes. Foz 
Chziſte 


ix. diſtinction, Nulli fas ef, as to te 


Theeyght chapiter. 
Chꝛiſte haddeno gouernaunce, but 
chat it agreed well and ſtode hole 

with mekenes:and therfoze he ſaid, 

Matth.1. Jam meke and mylde in harte. 
¶ Fynally this diſtinction is dire- 
ctelp agaynſt the goſpell, where our | 

Matth. y. maiſter Chaiſte commaundeth a re. 
conſiliation to our bzoder,befoze we 
make our offerynge. foz this diſtin⸗ 
ction excepteth pꝛelates therof, whe 
they excede in woꝛdes: and pet they 
be not excepted in the layde golpell. 

¶ Also. xxvi. q. i. Sunt quidam: the bt: 
ſhoppe of Rome ſayth amonge dy- 

| uers other thynges, that ſuche thin 

ges as the Euangeliſtes and pꝛo⸗ 
phetes ſpeke not of, he maye make 
newelawes : and he neyther excep⸗ 
tech Iyfe, londes, noꝛ goodes, and 

that pꝛeteuce is ſo vntrewe, that J 

thynke verelye, there is not one of 

the clergy at this day, that wyl — 
: tende 
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The eyght chapiter. 
tende, that the clergye maye make 
lawes of luche thynges : thoughe 
peraduenture ſomme wolde thinke, 


that they maye makelawes of ſu- 


che thynges, as they calle ſpirite# 


alle. But the cruthe is, that they 


mapye not make anyclawes of the 
one ne of the other. Ind yf they did, 
they ſhoulde doo directcly againſte 
dyuers tertes of ſcrxypture, whiche 
gyue power in that behaife to kyn⸗ 
ges and pꝛincis, whereof parte be 
recited befoze. And ouer that, pk all 
the lawes made by byſſhoppes of 
Rome, and other biſhoppes and the 
clergie in tyme paſte, were thꝛough⸗ 
ly ſerched, there wolde appere, be⸗ 
ſyde the lawes befoze remembꝛed, 
ryght many decrees and canous a- 
gaynſte letipture, and againſte the 
power of kynges and pꝛincis: and 


that alſo gyue moze occaſiõ to pꝛide 


than 


The eyght chapiter. 
than to mekeneſſe, and that be like 
wyſe righte harde and greuous, as 
Welle to many of the clergye, as to 
che hole multitude of the people. 
And pet it is to be doubted, that vk 
theſe matters, and other lyke, ſhuld / 
ve commntted to the byſſhoppe of 
Nome and to the clergie, to be refoz- ill - 
med in ſuche councils as haue bene 
vled in tyme paſte, and wherin byl⸗ 
ſhops and pꝛiſtes haue only had the 
voices, that right ſmall 'refourma- Þ 
tion ſhuld folowe thervpon. her- 
koꝛe kinges and pꝛincis now in this 
daungerous tyme are bounden in 
conſcicce, to loke the moꝛe diligent⸗ 
j vppon ſuche matters. 

¶ And this treatyle intendeth not, 
that all miniſtrations and ceremo- 
nies. whiche haue ben vſed in tyme 
paſte by cuſtome and by the lawe of 
man, ſhulde be auoyded and _ 
1 ette 


The eyght chapiter. 


fet aſyde, ne yet that defaute ſhulde 
be found in the biſhop of Rome and 
tn the — to reſte there and 


go no ferther; but rather that ſuche 


abuſpons c ſuperſtittons as haue 
tiſen by ortaſion ot ſome of the ſaid 

miniſtrations and ceremonies, c of 

the biſhdps of Rome ⁊ the clergve, 
ſhuld be refoꝛmed, c bꝛought to the 
true trade of Chꝛiſtes doctrine. And 
that it ſhuld alſo be openly ſhewed 
and declared to the wozlde, by what 
auctoꝛytie the mpnyſtrations and 
ceremonies nowe vſed amonge the 
people, and alſo the power of the bi⸗ 
ſhoppes of Rome and of the clergy 
fyꝛſt began , Foz it true and plapne 


declaration were made in that be⸗ 
halfe, it wolde vndoutedly appere, 
that the byſſhops of Rome and the 
clergy, haue vnder the colour of the 
law of god. elaymed many mo thin 


The eyght chapiter. 
ges, thenne it gyueth vnto theym: 
and whiche hathe benne in theym a 


right greatte offence, and hath ben 


allo one of the greatteſt occaſyons, 

'wherby the charitte, peace, and qui⸗ 
etnes amonge the people haue ben 
bꝛoken, and the puritie of Chaiſtes 
doctrine, in maner bꝛoughte into a 
hole ceremontall faſhion of lpuing, 

atter the deuyce and doctrine of the 
clergie. And ik ſuche thynges were 
refoꝛmed, it is very like, that trouth 
whiche is God hym ſelke, and his 
trewe doctrines wolde ſhoꝛtly after 
appiere in the wozlde, and boldelye 


ſhewe theyꝛ faces thzoughe all c<2- 


ſten realmes. 
4 FINIS. 


Londini in ædibus Thome Bertheleti 
regii impreſſoris excuſ. 
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The table. 


. I THE power of 
A SL kinges and pꝛincis. 


— 


: _s firſt Chapiter. 


[ C Df dyners po - 

= —- wers that the cler⸗ 
gy bath by the la we of god. The e⸗ 
conde Chapiter. 


¶ Ot dpuers miniſtrations, which 
the clergye hath vſed by cuſtome, 
and by lawes of man, and yet ma- 
ny of the lay people haue thought, 
that they haue vſed them by the late 
of god. Thethirde Chapiter. 


¶ Ot dyuers thynges that the by⸗ 

ſhops of Rome, and other byſhops 

and pꝛyſtes haue claimed vnder the 

coloꝛ of the lawe of god, which it ge⸗ 

ueth them not, ne that their pꝛetence 
1 therin 
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therin canne not be affirmed by cu⸗ 
ſtome, ne pet by aſſente of the peo⸗ 
ple. The kourth Chapiter. 


¶ By what auctoꝛite the catholpke 
generall councilles firſt began, and 
what power they haue. The kikthe 


Chapiter. 


¶ Ot ſuche Councils as haue ben 
kepte in tyme paſte by the power of 
the Bylſhops of Rome, and of the 
clergye, and haue bene called gene- 


rall couucils. The ſixt Chapiter. 


¶ Of the gatherynge of catholpke 
generall councils, The ſeuenth 
Chapiter. . 


¶ Ot dyuers lawes and decrees 
made by the Bylſhoppes of Rome, 
and the clergye, whyche be = — 
1 | Ip vn⸗ 
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The table. 2 
ly vntrewe, but be alſo agaynſt ſcri⸗ 
pture. The eyght Chapter. 


¶ Here endeth the 
Table. 


The coꝛrection. 
In the. v. chapiter, the ſeconde ſyde, and 
xx. line, rede, thou byndeſt, foꝛ ye bynde. 
In the ſame. v. chapiter, the ſeuenth lefe, 
tbe ſeconde ſyde, and. xix. line, rede cere⸗ 
monious apparell. 
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